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(54) EXISTENCE PROVING METHOD FOR ELECTRONIC DOCUMENT 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an existence proving method 
for electronic document with which the existence proof of already 
invalidized document is prevented from being erroneously applied by 
confirming the validity of document 

SOLUTION: A recipient B prepares an existence proof request 
statement to the third person organization OTP), applies an 
electronic signature, adds the public key certificate of transmission 
source of this document and transmits it to the TTP (step S13), and 
the TTP verifies the signature of request statement (step S14), 
temporarily stops updating the invalidizing list of key and document 
(step S15), confirms the key and document do not exist on the 
invalidizing list (step S16), applies date/time information to the proof 
object document, prepares the electronic signature of TTP (step SI 7), 
cancels the stop in the update of the invalidizing list of key and 
document (step S18) and returns it to the recipient B or preserves it 
at the TTP itself (step S19) so that the existence proof of document 
can be performed. 
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